
WAC 246-873-070  Physical requirements.  (1) Area. The pharmacy 
facilities shall include:

(a) Appropriate transportation and communications systems for the 
distribution and control of drugs within the hospital.

(b) Sufficient space and equipment for secure, environmentally 
controlled storage of drugs and other pharmaceutical supplies.

(2) In order to meet the medical services' need for drugs 
throughout the hospital, the pharmacy facilities should include:

(a) Space for the management and clinical functions of the phar-
maceutical service.

(b) Space and equipment for the preparation of parenteral admix-
tures, radiopharmaceuticals, and other sterile compounding and packag-
ing.

(c) Other equipment necessary.
(3) Access to unattended areas. All areas occupied by the hospi-

tal pharmacy shall be locked by key or combination in order to prevent 
access by unauthorized personnel. The director of pharmacy shall des-
ignate in writing, by title and/or position those individuals who 
shall be authorized access to particular areas within the pharmacy, 
including authorization of access to keys and/or combinations.

(4) Drug storage areas. Drugs shall be stored under proper condi-
tions of sanitation, temperature, light, moisture, ventilation, segre-
gation, and security.

(a) It is the joint responsibility of the director of pharmacy 
and the director of nursing to ensure that drug handling, storage, and 
preparation are carried out in conformance with established policies, 
procedures, and accepted standards.

(b) Locked storage or locked medication carts shall be provided 
for use on each nursing service area or unit.

(5) Flammable storage. All flammable material shall be stored and 
handled in accordance with applicable local and state fire regula-
tions, and there shall be written policy and procedures for the de-
struction of these flammable materials.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.64.005 and chapter 18.64A RCW. WSR 
91-18-057 (Order 191B), recodified as § 246-873-070, filed 8/30/91, 
effective 9/30/91. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.64.005. WSR 85-11-066 
(Order 194), § 360-17-060, filed 5/21/85. Statutory Authority: RCW 
18.64.005(11). WSR 81-16-036 (Order 162), § 360-17-060, filed 
7/29/81.]
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